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CLUB NEWS 

  
- Membership:  Normal dues began again in 2022.  

o # Members paid up for 2023 
- Walling Pond clean up- Fridays at 8:30- bring gloves and a trash 

picker. 
- Derby info: The entry fee for derbies (in advance and at a 

monthly meeting) is $10 and the payouts are $100, $50, and 
$25 (dues must be current to win).  

- The 2023 Steelhead Derby is open now and runs through Dec 31, 2023.  
- Speaker forecast: 

o July- Jason Albee, Jason’s Fishing Adventures 

o August- No Meeting 

o September- ODFW Fisheries Biologist 
o October- Pro-Cure Representative 

o November- The Fallen Outdoors Representative 

o December- ODFW Fish Division Representative 

- Board meeting during Sep (TBD at Center 50+) 
o Election, derbies, speakers, and other information. 
o Membership- Bring a friend to a meeting and get extra raffle tickets, 

improve social media, etc. 
o Reciprocal agreements w/ clubs- CCA, NW Stldhdrs, etc.  
o Activities/ outings under development:  

• Mar- Herring jigging 

• Apr- Surf perch, Walleye 

• May- Teach a kid to fish, Devil’s Lake, Springer 

• Jun- Fin clip, Olalla, Shad, Walleye 

• July- Picnic 

• Aug- Salmon 

• Sep- Siletz 

• Oct- Nestucca 

• Nov- TBD  

• Dec- Netarts crabbing 
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    ODFW Fishing Report   

 (As of Sep 6th) 
 
This weekend’s best bets include : 

As we move into fall expect salmon and trout fishing to pick up. 
Once we get a little rain, fishing will be even better. 

• Fall Chinook fishing picked up on the North Coast estuaries 
this week with reports of fish being caught in Nestucca and 
Tillamook Bays. 

• On the Rogue, anglers are picking up quite a few Chinook in 
the estuary and lower river. 

• On the Coos River, anglers have been catching Chinook 
from Charleston all the way up to Chandler Bridge. 

• Half-pounder steelhead have started moving upriver in the 
Rogue. 

• The season's first push of coho should show up any day now 
on the Clackamas and Sandy rivers. 

• Now that the heat and crowds have receded, fishing on 
Quartzville Creek can be excellent. 

• The green drake hatch is underway on the Metolius River. 
• Anglers continue to report good trout fishing and excellent 

kokanee fishing on Paulina Lake. 
• Magone and Olive lakes, and the headwaters of the Imnaha 

are good bets for some early fall trout fishing in the NE Zone. 
• Size, abundance and quality of crab are increasing in our 

local bays and estuaries. Crabbing is currently good out of 
Depoe Bay, Newport and Waldport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salmon and Steelhead habitat improvement 
 
 
Nothing makes a fish bigger 
than almost being  
caught. ~ Anonymous  
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Fishing Notices:  
ALSEA RIVER: cutthroat trout, fall Chinook 

Trout fishing is open, so check out the cutthroat throughout the basin. Fish are moving and 

jumping throughout the basin, and sea-runs have started to pick up in the past two weeks and spread 

throughout the basin. 

Fall Chinook is open on the Alsea, though it's still early in the season. You may be able to get a 

fish in the bay this early before they start to move back into the system to spawn. We've heard of the 

first few fish being caught in the bay and out towards the jaws this week. We have gotten a few 

additional reports of some nice-size chrome bright fish moving into the basin and being caught in the 

lower system! Last updated 8/30/23. 

 

NESTUCCA RIVER, THREE RIVERS, AND LITTLE NESTUCCA RIVER:  

NESTUCCA BASIN (Nestucca, Three Rivers, and Little Nestucca): Chinook, coho, summer 
steelhead, cutthroat trout 

Fall Chinook season opened in the Nestucca Aug. 1, and there are some fish getting caught in the 
estuary despite it being quite early. Numbers of Chinook in the bay should continue increase 
throughout the month. It will take a good rain to move fish into the river, until then fishing in the 
estuary will be the best bet. Last updated 9/6/23. 

Due to below average forecast this season the bag limit for wild Chinook has been reduced. See 
the Regulation Updates section above for details.  

Saturday, Sept. 9 is the opener of the wild coho fishery in the Nestucca estuary, but numbers will 
probably be low this early in the season. The fishery is open two days a week on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays from Sept. 9 to Oct. 18. See the regulation updates section above for bag limits and more 
details. Last updated 9/6/23. 

Summer steelhead are in the basin, and are present throughout the fishery, but recent resting pool 
counts confirmed that numbers are low this year and as a result fishing will probably be slow. Last 
updated 8/30/23. 

Cutthroat are available throughout the river. Sea-run cutthroat fishing is open through October and 
resting pool counts found adult sea run numbers above the long-term average in the Nestucca this 
year. Last updated 8/30/23. 

Three Rivers from the mouth to the hatchery weir is closed to fishing July 16 to Sept. 30. Last 
updated 9/6/23. 
 

SILETZ RIVER: summer steelhead, Chinook, cutthroat trout 

The Siletz has a variety of species to cast for this weekend!  

Fish are still moving around higher in the basin, and bank casting higher in the gorge may lead to a 

successful trip. Hatchery steelhead have been caught throughout the system, though not a lot have 

been reported. It's been a slow-going season for summer steelhead with just not a lot of fish caught in 

the basin. It continues to stay slow with the hotter dryer weather we have had throughout the coast. 

Some fish are still being seen in the Basin though not a lot have been caught. 

We have seen a consistent number of hatchery fish reaching the trap higher up in the Gorge, so fish 

have taken advantage of the cooler temps we have seen this week and the small amounts of rain we 

have gotten and are moving higher up. 

Going into the weekend the Siletz will be your best bet for any summer steelhead coming back into 

the basin.  

We haven't seen as many springers at the trap but we have had reports of more fish moving around 

Siletz.  
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Fall Chinook has opened on the Siletz, and same as our other Mid Coast basins, it's still very early. 

But Fish will likely start coming up into the bay in the next coming weeks. There have been some 

early fish being caught tidewater and below, out near the mouth as well. The Siletz has been slow but 

fish are starting to move around the basin.  

Trout fishing remains open through Oct. 31. Last updated 8/30/23. 

 

WILSON RIVER: summer steelhead 

 

The Wilson River has a hatchery summer steelhead release but recent resting pool counts confirmed 
that numbers are low this year; as a result fishing will probably be slow. The Wilson is low and clear 
right now. Last updated 8/23/23. 
 
There are cutthroat trout (including sea-runs) throughout the Wilson basin. Resting pool surveys this 
season observed the highest sea-run cutthroat counts in nearly 20 years on the Wilson basin; so 
there is plenty of opportunity available. Last updated 8/30/23. 
 
The Wilson River opened for Fall Chinook on Aug. 1, but the run really won't get going above 
tidewater until later in the Fall when we get some decent rain.  
 
Due to a below average forecast the bag limits for wild Chinook salmon have been reduced. See the 
Regulation updates section above for more details. Last updated 9/5/23. 
 
DETROIT RESERVOIR: trout 
 
Water levels are slowly dropping and will continue to drop through the fall. The only available boat 
ramp is at Mongold State Park. Anglers can also bank fish from access points such as Mongold State 
Park or Detroit Flats Day Use area.. 
 
For the latest information on water levels at Detroit Reservoir check with the Army Corps of 
Engineers’ website http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nwp/wm/teacups.html 
for more information. 
 
Detroit Reservoir is one of the premier kokanee fisheries in the state. As a reminder, anglers are 
allowed to keep up to five trout, with an additional five kokanee bag limit. 
 
SANTIAM RIVER (NORTH FORK): Steelhead, trout 

Fishing for spring Chinook is now closed. Anglers may see spawning or spawned out salmon in 
the river. Please give these fish enough distance to complete their life cycle. Don't let dogs to eat or 
chew on salmon carcasses as these contain a toxin that can be lethal to dogs.  

 
The only legal harvest right now is summer steelhead, but this run is very poor this year. Only 

about 970 fish have migrated above Willamette Falls this year up to now, with very few additional fish 
expected.  

 
Next up will be the short but intense coho salmon run. The first fish are expected to enter the 

basin sometime in the next few weeks. Peak time to target these fish are in early October.  
 
Fishing for hatchery steelhead is open year-round. Any unclipped (wild) steelhead or trout that are 

caught must be released unharmed. Last updated 9/6/23. 
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WARNING: There are several large, downed trees in the river creating some dangerous hazards 
for boaters in the lower river. For more information check out the Oregon State Marine Board website. 

 
SANTIAM RIVER (SOUTH FORK): steelhead, bass, trout, Chinook 
 
Fishing is generally best when flows are below 3,000 cfs. Currently flows are around 1,200 cfs at 

the Waterloo gauge as of Sept 5 and should stay fairly consistent until the fall rains. Spring chinook 
fishing is now closed. Anglers can still target the few summer steelhead available, but their numbers 
have been poor all year.  

 
Over the next few weeks, observers may see spawning salmon in relatively shallow water. Please 

give them enough distance to complete their life cycle and keep dogs away. Don't let dogs eat salmon 
carcasses, as their bodies contain toxins that can be lethal to dogs.  

 
Anglers are reminded that only fin-clipped trout may be kept. Last updated 9/6/23. 
 
WALLING POND: trout, panfish 
 
This pond is usually stocked from Thanksgiving through the winter and spring. The rest of the 

year, this pond offers warmwater game fish such as bass and bluegill. As a reminder, the daily trout 
bag limit is 5 fish per day, only one of which may be greater than 20 inches. 

 
This is an eight-acre privately-owned pond with public access in Salem at the northeast corner of 

McGilchrist and 16th Streets, S.E. There is no trash service out there so please pack out what you 
packed in. Last updated 6/21/23. 

 
WALTER WIRTH LAKE: trout, bass, panfish 
 
This urban lake usually gets stocked from about Thanksgiving through May. It was stocked last 

week with about 800 trout for the last stocking of the season. As a reminder, anglers may keep only 
one fish over 20-inches as part of their 5 trout bag limit. 

 
Walter Wirth is a 20-acre lake located within the City of Salem’s Cascades Gateway Park with 

good access all the way around. Last updated 6/2823. 
 
WILLAMETTE RIVER:  
 
The upstream section between Albany and Harrisburg is open year-round for trout fishing, which 

can be very good when flows are cooperating. Smallmouth bass also can be a lot of fun to catch and 
are plentiful between Salem and Corvallis during the spring and summer. From Salem downstream 
there are plenty of largemouth bass in the deeper, quieter sections. 
 
OCEAN: 

Garibaldi: 209 salmon angler trips with 181 coho and 72 Chinook for an average catch rate of 
1.21 salmon/angler. Anglers also released 51 coho and 13 Chinook. 
Pacific City: 115 salmon angler trips with 140 coho and 7 Chinook for an average catch rate of 
1.28 salmon/angler. Anglers also released 22 coho. 
Depoe Bay: 455 salmon angler trips with 622 coho and 12 Chinook for an average catch rate 
of 1.39 salmon/angler. Anglers also released 49 coho and 2 Chinook. 
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Newport: 1,348 salmon angler trips with 2,287 coho and 28 Chinook for an average catch rate 
of 1.72 salmon/angler. Anglers also released 303 coho and 9 Chinook. 
Winchester Bay: 529 salmon angler trips with 405 coho and 43 Chinook for an average catch 
rate of 0.85 salmon/angler. Anglers also released 24 coho. 
Charleston: 115 salmon angler trips with 53 coho and 14 Chinook for an average catch rate of 
0.58 salmon/angler. Anglers also released 5 Chinook. 
 
Astoria had landings of 62 albacore, with an average catch of 3.16 albacore/angler. 
Garibaldi had landings of 80 albacore, with an average catch rate of 0.83 albacore/angler. 
Depoe Bay had landings of 592 albacore with an average catch rate of 3.73 albacore/angler. 
Newport had landings of 1,355 albacore, with an average catch rate of 3.45 albacore/angler. 
 

Garibaldi: The majority of anglers out of Garibaldi targeted salmon last week. However, those who 
went for bottomfish were rewarded with high catch rates of limits (or near limits) of mostly black 
rockfish. Bottomfish anglers also brought in an average of one lingcod per angler. 
 
Depoe Bay: Boats came in with near bag limits last week when targeting bottomfish with about 4 
rockfish per angler. Most of the fish caught were black, canary and deacon rockfishes. Lingcod 
fishing continues to be slow with about 0.25 lingcod per angler. 
 
Newport: Similar to Garibaldi, anglers that targeted bottomfish were very successful last week, 
though the majority of boats on the water were fishing for salmon. Anglers targeting bottomfish 
regularly reached their bag limit, mostly consisting of black rockfish. Lingcod fishing was 
unfortunately very slow last week. 
 
Charleston: Anglers are still finding success when targeting bottomfish, with the daily marine bag 
limits consistently met. Lingcod, on the other hand, were not really biting this past week. 
 
Brookings: Anglers were able to fish early in the week last week when ocean conditions were 
more favorable, poor ocean conditions kept anglers off the water later in the week and on into the 
Holiday weekend. When anglers could get out and target bottomfish, both lingcod and rockfish 
were caught often. Of the rockfish brought back to port, the catch consisted of a mix of black, blue 
and deacon rockfishes. 
 
• PACIFIC HALIBUT: Halibut seasons began May 1, 2023. More info here: 

https://myodfw.com/pacific-halibut-sport-regulations. The bag limit for halibut remains at two 
halibut per angler in the Central Coast and Southern Oregon subareas. Garibaldi: Halibut 
anglers caught an average of just under 1 halibut per angler. 

• Depoe Bay: Just over half of the anglers targeting halibut found success. Catch rates were 
just over 0.5 halibut per angler. 

• Newport: Anglers targeting halibut landed an average of just over 1 halibut per angler. 
• Charleston: Anglers caught an average of 0.6 halibut per angler. 
• Brookings: Halibut fishing was slow with an average of 0.2 halibut per angler. 
 
OCEAN SALMON:  
Statewide Regulations:  
• Anglers fishing for salmon and all anglers fishing from boats with a salmon on board are limited  
to no more than 2 single point barbless hooks per line, and no more than one line per angler. 

Salmon may only be taken with the gear described above. 
• It is unlawful to fish for or take and retain any legal species while possessing on board  
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any species not allowed to be taken in that area at that time 
• Minimum lengths: Chinook: N. of Cape Falcon = 22”, S. of Cape Falcon =24”; coho = 16”; 
steelhead = 20”; no min. length for pink, chum, or sockeye salmon in ocean fishery 
• Refer to the “2023 Oregon Sportfishing Regulations” booklet for descriptions of special 
marine management areas including closed areas and additional restrictions 
Leadbetter Point, WA to Cape Falcon, OR:  
Coho Quota = 79,800 fin-clipped coho 
Chinook guideline = 11,490  
Season: June 24-Sept. 30: Open for all salmon (all coho must have a healed adipose fin clip).  
Two salmon per day, but no more than one Chinook 
Notes: Open seven days per week. Closed within the Columbia Control Zone 
Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain:  
 
Selective Coho Season (quota applies to area from Cape Falcon to OR/CA Border): 
Season: Open June 17 through earlier of Aug. 31 or 110,000 marked coho quota  

Bag Limit: All salmon except closed to retention of Chinook. Two salmon per day, all  
coho must have a healed adipose fin clip 

 
Non-selective Coho Season: 
 
Season: Open Sept. 1 through earlier of Sept. 30 or 25,000 non mark selective coho quota 
Bag Limit: All salmon. Two salmon per day, but no more than one Chinook 
 
Observed catch rates for the week included:  
 
Garibaldi: 188 salmon angler trips with 92 coho for an average catch rate of 0.49 coho/angler 
Pacific City: 209 salmon angler trips with 203 coho for an average catch rate of 0.97 coho/angler 
Depoe Bay: no coho were observed for the week 
Newport: 117 salmon angler trips with 11 coho for an average catch rate of 0.10 coho/angler 
Winchester Bay: 180 salmon angler trips with 24 coho for an average catch rate of 0.13 

coho/angler 
Charleston: 56 salmon angler trips with 13 coho for an average catch rate of 0.23 coho/angler 
Brookings: 20 salmon angler trips with 2 coho for an average catch rate of 0.11 coho/angler 
 
HALIBUT AND BOTTOMFISH 
The bag limit for halibut has increased to 2 halibut per angler in the Central Coast and Southern 

Oregon subareas. Halibut and rockfish may be retained, halibut at about 80% of quota. 
 
DUNGENESS CRAB 
Crabbing is currently good out of Depoe Bay, Newport and Waldport. 
 
RAZOR CLAMS 
The sport harvest of razor clams is CLOSED from the Washington border to Seal Rock (north of 

Waldport near Beaver Creek) for high levels of the marine biotoxin domoic acid.  The sport harvest of 
razor clams is OPEN from Seal Rock to the California border.  Always call the ODA shellfish safety 
hotline at 1-800-448-2474 or ODA shellfish closures website before harvesting for the most current 
information about shellfish safety closures. 

 
BAY CLAMS 
Bay clam harvest remains open along the entire Oregon coast. 
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MUSSELS 
The sport harvesting of mussels is OPEN from the Washington border to the Coquille River at 

Bandon.  
 
EUROPEAN GREEN CRAB This invasive species now has a limit of 35 per day to encourage 

harvest. While they look similar to Oregon’s native shore crabs, they have three prominent bumps 
between the eyes and 5 spines down the side of the carapace. 

 
Report a Wildlife or Habitat Law Violation or Suspicious Activity 
Call 1-800-452-7888 or *OSP (*677) from a mobile phone 
Email TIP@osp.oregon.gov between hours of 8:00AM - 5:00PM, Monday – Friday 
 
 
Inflatable Life Jackets are NOT for Children: Inflatable lifejackets have been around for recreational 

boaters' use for at least two decades now. There's a growing trend of youth under 16 years old wearing 
inflatable life jackets on boats. You may not know, but inflatable life jackets are NOT APPROVED for users 
under 16 years old. There are no U.S. Coast Guard-approved child-size inflatables or hybrid life jackets. Why? 
The biggest factor is directly related to the body size requirement with safety. Inflatable life jacket harness or 
waist belt styles can only be slightly adjusted to fit a very wide range of adult body types. The inflatable bladder 
size prevents a snug fit on children and the life jacket can easily slip up and off of the body when entering the 
water and inflated. Another factor indirectly related to the sizing is the difficulty of manually pulling the inflation 
cord or adjusting the air volume with the manual mouthpiece without practice and training. For less mature 
youth 16 and over, non-swimmers, and less mobile adults, inflatable lifejackets are not recommended. 
Inherently buoyant life jackets (foam flotation) are still the best choice. Learn more about all life jacket types 
and other important safety resources at Boat.Oregon.gov. 

 
Tip on fishing and boating responsibly using the TREAD Principles: Fishing - Tread Lightly, Motor 

Boating - Tread Lightly 

RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS 
Respect the rights of others on land including private property owners, recreational trail users, 

campers and others so they can enjoy their recreational activities undisturbed. On water, respect 
anglers, swimmers, skiers, boaters, divers and others so they can enjoy their recreational activities 
undisturbed. 

• Be considerate to all recreationists on and around waterways and on the roads and trails to 
fishing spots. 

• Be a sportsman; practice catch and release and keep only what you need. 
• Be courteous to other boaters while in boat ramp areas. Launch and retrieve your watercraft as 

quickly as possible. 
•  Leave ample room for other anglers, so you don’t disturb their fishing experience. 
•  If fishing by boat, don’t crowd other anglers or watercrafts. 
• Keep the noise down especially around shore and other anglers. 
• Be considerate of others on the road or trail. On roads and trails, horses always have the right 

of way and when driving yield to hikers and bikers as well. 
Respect the rights of others, including anglers, swimmers, skiers, boaters, divers and others so 
they can enjoy their recreational activities undisturbed. 

 
o Show consideration to all recreationists on and around the waters. 
o Be courteous to other boaters while in boat ramp areas. Launch and retrieve your boat as 

quickly as possible. 
o Keep the noise down, especially around shore. 
o If crossing private property, be sure to ask permission from the landowner(s).  
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Send in your fish/ fishing pictures to see if you make the newsletter!  mwvaclub@gmail.com  
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      ODFW Trout Stocking Schedule: 

      

    

Remaining ODFW Free fishing 

weekend for 2023. 

 November 24-25 

mailto:mwvaclub@gmail.com


 

Non-Club News and opportunities:   
 

Nestucca Anglers/ Rhoades Pond:   
Fin Clipping was on Jun 17. Nestucca Anglers for more information about upcoming events and opportunities to 
volunteer.  

 
SOLVE: Beach & Riverside Cleanup locations here: SOLVE | Beach & Riverside Cleanup (solveoregon.org).  

Club members are cleaning up Walling Pond area on Fridays. 

 
Angler Education Training and Volunteer Opportunities- ODFW Volunteer Instructor 

Amanda Boyles, Angler Education Coordinator for ODFW. Thank you all and please give me a call (503-580-
5102) or email Amanda.M.BOYLES@odfw.oregon.gov if you have any questions!   
 

Coastal Conservation Association (CCA): Park: CCA Oregon Summer Fun for the Fish Picnic 
| CCA OREGON. Online auction here: Online Bidding Page (ggo.bid) 
 

ODFW: Program to Restore Oregon’s Chum Salmon (PROCS) is seeking volunteers to assist with 

spawning chum salmon at Big Creek Hatchery (near Astoria), which includes measuring fish, collecting 
biological samples, and recording data. Volunteers would also help with transporting Chum Salmon to 
nearby streams, which requires the safe handling and release of fish. Volunteers will also have the 
opportunity to learn more about Chum Salmon life history, their importance to the ecosystem, and how 
PROCS uses science to manage the species. 
 
NW Steelheaders (Salem Chapter): https://salemnwsteelheaders.org/ for more info. Chapter 

meets the 3d Tuesday of the month at Keizer City Hall. Dues $40/yr. Fishing related information from the 
Oregon legislature and ODFW: https://www.dfw.state.or.us/agency/budget/docs/23-
25_EBAC/2nd%20EBAC%20Meeting_POP%20Handout.pdf. 

 

Mid-Willamette Outreach Group: Mid-Willamette Outreach Group - Marion SWCD – Our River- 
the Willamette!  
 

Salmon Watch: World Salmon Council: Want to help kids learn about salmon? Check out 
this volunteer opportunity: New Volunteer Registration | World Salmon Council 
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Mid-Willamette Valley Angler’s Club  

1097 Cordon Rd NE   

Salem, OR 97317  

Customer Name Street Address City, ST  ZIP 

Code  

  

  

  

Meets the second Tuesday of the month at Center50+ in Salem at 7 PM   

  

Next meeting: Sep 12, 2023   
TBD 
 
 

    

  

  

Mid - Willamette Valley Angler’s Club   

We’re on the Web! 
  

Visit us at:   

www.mwvaclub.org      


